
votes for his rival, former
Vice President Joe Biden.

So there is still a long way
to go before Trump is gone.

Believe it or not: President
Trump’s proConfederate
statue position is making it
almost impossible for him to
attract Black voters.

Strange as it may sound,

score some yardage.
My candid opinion is that

Trump’s goal was to delay the
public from seeing and read
ing his bank records and tax
returns until after the elec
tion.

On that point, he succeed
ed.

In other words, losing on
the records has not cost him a
vote yet, nor did it win any

cords.
And excerpts from Mary

Trump’s tellall book were
released.

To top it off, the surface of
Fifth Avenue in front of the
Trump Tower has been paint
ed in Golden State Warriors
yellow to read “Black Lives
Matter.”

Nonetheless, amid the pile
up, Trump did manage to

It was a very bad week for
President Donald Trump.

The coronavirus is running
wild, especially in key states
for the November election.
The Supreme Court, includ
ing his appointees, has proved
not to be decision proof for
the president and handed
New York District Attorney
Cyrus Vance the right to see
Trump’s tax and bank re

Trump down, but don’t count him out yetWILLIE’S WORLD
By Willie Brown

Brown continues on C4
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It’s the rare San Francisco
public schoolkid, parent or
teacher who thought our
emergency experiment with
distance learning in the
spring went well. While ev
erybody gave it a good old
college try because they had
no other choice, the overall
results deserved a failing
grade.

While many teachers pro
vided an enriching experi
ence, others didn’t have tech
nology skills or hardly inter
acted with kids in real time
at all. Some kids lacked
strong internet connections
or family members with the
time or knowhow to help.

Parents lucky enough to
do their jobs from home
grew exasperated trying to
play teacher’s aide while
working, feeling like they
were failing at everything.
Parents who had essential
jobs outside the home were

sometimes forced to leave
small children by themselves
all day.

And guess what? Nothing
much has changed in the
past four months. When San
Francisco public schools
start up Aug. 17, its 55,000
kids will be learning on
screens from teachers who’ve
been given no additional
guidance from the school
district since March on how
to make virtual education
successful.

“Distance learning across
the country was pretty much
a failure,” said Mark San
chez, president of the San

Distance teaching out of schools’ grasp

Knight continues on C2

Nina Riggio / Special to The Chronicle

Serra Elementary kindergarten teacher Jennifer Moless
wonders how she’ll instruct 5yearolds via computer screen.

HEATHER
KNIGHT
On San
Francisco

The combination of closed
vacation destinations in Ha
waii, Europe and elsewhere,
and 100%booked cabins and
campgrounds across Califor
nia, is forcing many with vaca
tion time to scramble wildly
for answers to the question of
where they can go this sum
mer.

“We have every one of our
cabins booked into midAu

gust, and that’s never hap
pened before,” said Harold
Jones at Sugarloaf Resort at

Enforce maskwearing: Ege
gik, population 109, is located
southwest of King Salmon in
remote Alaska, roughly on the
eastern shore of Bristol Bay.
When the salmon show up in
summer, the population of
Egegik rockets to a few thou
sand, a mix of fishermen,
cannery workers and support
staff.

As the peak vacation season
arrives in the “Summer of
COVID,” as some call it, I have
adopted eight rules to avoid
grief and find opportunities.
They range from what I call
“The Egegik Behavior Testa
ment” to adventures in North
ern California wilderness
areas. If you follow them, your
trip planning this season will
go much smoother.

Shasta Lake. “It’s like this
everywhere. There’s urgency
out there. People feel they are
running out of places to turn
to.”

That has led to a new state
of affairs for traveling this
summer, which includes
moonshot prices for some
vacation rentals at Lake Tahoe
and houseboats at Shasta
Lake.

Finding spot for summer vacation not easy quest

Stienstra continues on C16

TOM STIENSTRA

Evenwith today’s grim need for social isola
tion, San Francisco’smost eyecatching resi
dential towerwants to pull you close.

From the Bay Bridge or the Embarcadero, the
39storyMira at the corner of Folsom and Spear

streets is a flowing stack of tightly
woundwhitemetal bays, frozen in
motion. Fragmentary glimpses
fromnearby blocks defy expecta
tions, whipsawed slivers amid the
stodgy norm.

Finally, there’s the view straight
up from the sidewalk— a crisp commotion of
stacked angles, precisely arranged but seemingly
ready to fly out in a dozen directions at once.

ThoughMira has been in theworks since 2014,
the architectural show still feels fresh as the first
residents begin to unpack. But this 392unit resi
dential complexwas also conceived as a celebra

Billowing
new tower
spruces up
S.F. skyline

Liz Hafalia / The Chronicle

The 39story Mira tower at the corner of Folsom and Spear streets, designed by Jeanne Gang,
resembles a gleaming corkscrew with a flat top. More than 150 of its 392 units are affordable.

JOHN
KING
Urban
Design

King continues on C14

A dozen years ago, luxury developer Tishman
Speyer was in the middle of selling units in the
Infinity condo complex when Lehman Bros. filed
for bankruptcy and the stock market plummeted
20%. More than a third of buyers in contract at
the time for units in the South of Market towers
walked away from their deposits.

Now the developer is faced with the challenges
of selling condos in the midst of a different crisis
— a global pandemic. In June, Tishman Speyer
opened Mira, the 392unit tower just off

Condos continues on C15

Highrise a test
of luxury condos
during pandemic
By J.K. Dineen
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the Embarcadero on Spear
Street.

The tower, designed by
notable architect Jeanne Gang
of Studio Gang, stands out
not just for its spiraling white
facade but also because it’s
the only major new San Fran
cisco condo building to hit
the market during the corona
virus era.

At Mira, 40 units have
closed escrow and about half
the building — some 200
units — are in contract.
About 40% of the units in
contract are belowmarket
rate units, which is consistent
with the makeup of the build
ing.

Despite the difficulties of
selling condos in a downtown
neighborhood mostly bereft of
workers and dotted with
boardedup stores and restau
rants, Tishman Speyer Man
aging Director Carl Shannon
says the market conditions
are not nearly as tough as
those of the great recession.

“This is an economic dis
ruption and it’s a terrible
medical thing, but in terms of
the condo market this is
much better than 2008 and
2009 was,” said Shannon.
“The economic disruption
hasn’t been as severe, and
people care more about
where they live because they
are spending a ton of time
there.”

Shannon’s take on the con
do market may be optimistic.
But considering that 5 million
Californians have filed for
unemployment since March,
brokers and developers say
that sales and interest have
held up remarkably well —
especially compared with
rents.

Rents plunged 12% in San
Francisco from a year ago
and are down nearly 20% in
the South of Market, accord
ing to Zumper.

Median condo prices have
dropped 4% from June 2019,
dipping from $1.25 million to
$1.195 million, according to
Patrick Carlisle, chief market
analyst for the brokerage
Compass.

Garrett Frakes of real estate
marketing firm Polaris Pacific
said that the condo trade
bounced back in May after
weeks of “suspended ani
mation.” For some, the pan
demic has lent a new urgency
for the need to upgrade living
space, he said.

Frakes pointed to a recent
client who traded a 600
squarefoot junior onebed
room for a 1,300squarefoot
twobedroom. “A 600square
foot apartment may work for
a couple when they are
spending most of the day at
work,” he said. “Then sud
denly they are both trying to
do conference calls at the
same time and it doesn’t
work as well.”

And while prices have not
fallen as much as some ex
perts expected, volume has
slowed considerably during
shelterinplace. The second
quarter saw 389 condos close,
a 57.7% decline from the sec
ond quarter of 2019, and 504
units put into contract, a
decline of 42.3%, according to
Vanguard, another brokerage.
The median time on the mar
ket for condos was 26 days in
the second quarter, an 11day
increase over 2019.

The new challenges come
as San Francisco has more
new condo buildings opening
than any year since the 2007
09 recession. Currently, 842
new condo units are on the
market, and 637 resales,
about a 61% increase over
2019, a year that saw devel
opers delivering 1,801 rental
units but only 86 condos,
according to Polaris Pacific.
In addition to Mira, new
buildings selling units include
One Steuart Lane, the Four
Seasons Private Residences at
706 Mission St., 950 Ten
nessee in Dogpatch and the
Crescent on Nob Hill.

The greatest weakness in
terms of pricing and sales
volume has been in the
downtown and South of Mar
ket neighborhoods that have
the highest number of new
buildings coming online, ac
cording to Carlisle. Those
neighborhoods tend to attract
younger buyers, many of
whom have left the city to
shelter in place with their
parents or in more affordable
cities.

“Everything that everybody
loves about the city is closed
right now and people are
thinking, ‘Maybe I should
move somewhere where I
have a little elbow room,’ ”
said Carlisle. “Areas where
many buyers are younger
hightech people have strug
gled.”

At a time when many com
mon spaces have not re
opened — amenities like
swimming pools and gyms —
buyers are prioritizing private
balconies, backyards or ter
races. “Outdoor space has
gone from a ‘nice to have’ to a
‘must have’ for a lot of peo
ple,” Frakes said.

The increased premium put
on private outdoor spaces
bodes well for Mira, which
has balconies on most of its
units.

When newlyweds Peter
Obara and Alicia Pistolese
decided to move to San Fran
cisco from Sydney, Australia,

for work, they fell in love
with the vibrancy of the bur
geoning district around the
Transbay Transit Center: the
water, the Ferry Building, the
restaurants, the Embarcadero.
They bought a 10thfloor unit
in Mira with a balcony and a
view of the Bay Bridge and
skyline.

“I thank God every day
that we are fortunate enough
to have that during the pan
demic,” Pistolese said. “To be
able to step outside to get
fresh air — to have a place
for your morning coffee or a
glass of wine — has been
amazing.”

Eric Tao, partner with L37,
suggested bargain hunters are
already scouring the market
for deals. His company is
starting to market 950 Market
St., which features both con
dos and a hotel. Tao said that
interest level is down 70%
from before the pandemic,
but that demand is strongest

for studios that start under
$500,000. That building
opens in May 2021.

“About a quarter of the
building is priced for first
time home buyers,” he said.
“That has been a bright spot.”

Realtor Gregg Lynn, who
specializes in highend con
dos, said the north side of the
city has been holding up bet
ter than the downtown,
which has seen an increase in
homeless encampments.

“The downtown homeless
situation has been challenging
for buyers to understand. It
takes some imagination for
buyers to see that, while this
is a bad moment downtown,
it will pass,” he said.

He said luxury buildings
will likely have to slash prices
to stay competitive. “You are
selling into a market with
small pool of affluent buyers
and a lot of competition for
those buyers,” he added.

Pistolese, who worked in
tourism and marketing in
Sydney, spent only two weeks
in the city before the shelter
inplace started. She said that
the number of new residential
buildings in the area gives the
street an unexpected vibran
cy, but that she is looking
forward to experiencing
downtown after the pandem
ic.

“I just can’t wait for the
restaurants to open up,” she
said.

J.K. Dineen is a San Francisco
Chronicle staff writer. Email:
jdineen@sfchronicle.com
Twitter: @sfjkdineen

Highrise a test of luxury condos during pandemic
Condos from page C1

Photos by Liz Hafalia / The Chronicle

Above: Tishman Speyer Managing Director Carl Shannon shows a kitchen at Jeannie Gang’s tower Mira that has a corner
window on every unit. Below: The view from a bedroom looking toward the living room. Most of the 392 units feature a balcony.

A patio deck at Mira offers an impressive view of the Bay Bridge. Mira is the only major new S.F. condo building to hit the market during the coronavirus era.




